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themselves are by no means equivalent to moral concep-
tions. They are too wide in their extension: they are too
narrow in their comprehension. The first enters, wherever
there is a relation of means to end; the piston is fitted to
slide before the steam and to move the crank: the second
enters, where there is a relation of parts to a common result \
there is congruity in the limbs of a walking animal, where
the legs are equal or conform to an assignable ratio: and so
m innumerable instances which would be present in a purely
mechanical world. And when these conceptions are pre-
dicated of Morality, it is not they that constitute it moral;
there is as much f fitness' in the stroke of a dagger over an
intended victim, as in the interposing blow that turns it
aside: only the one is fitness to kill, the other, to save.
There is also as much * congruity;' only, in the one case, to
the character of the ruffian, m the other, to that of the de-
liverer. The words presuppose an end or standard of com-
parison by which you estimate the property they assert; nor
can they ever gain an ethical significance till you are already
in possession of your idea of right character. It is not fitness
that makes an act moral: but it is its morality that makes it
fit. From some other source, then, we must be preoccupied
by a conviction of right and wrong, before we can take up
what is here erroneously described as its natural and suffi-
cient language.

Even if the understanding were competent to the revela-
tion assigned to it, it would not be in virtue of the same
theoretical function whereby it apprehends the 'eternal
relations * of thought ' FitnessJ and c Congruity' are terms,
not of Science^ but oiArt; and it is not till truths are turned
into ruleS) and receive concrete application for the attain-
ment of a given end, that they become invested with these
relative qualities. Of demonstrated truths, and of the
reasonings which lead to*them, we speak as forming a
* coherent* or 'consistent' or 'inseparable' system; but not,
surely, as 'fit' or * congruous:' intelligence has got to its
practical work, before its products earn these epithets of